Functioning hepatic cell mass and the hyperdynamic state in cirrhosis.
Seventeen patients with advanced hepatic cirrhosis underwent cardiopulmonary assessment by means of Swan-Ganz catheters combined with indocyanine green clearance studies to measure functioning hepatic cell mass. The indocyanine green clearance test was found to have a statistically significant linear correlation with such indicators of the hyperdynamic circulatory state as cardiac index and total peripheral resistance. Results from these studies also showed that the hyperdynamic state in cirrhosis is associated with limited oxygen consumption as compared with a control series of patients. Of the 14 patients who required operations, eight survived and six died. The mean indocyanine green clearance was a statistically significant predictor of death.